CHAPTER IX
PAARDEBERG
THE big concentration was completed at
Modder River by February 10. To ensure
secrecy some of the troops had been brought
up at the last moment and a demonstration had
been thrown out westwards to give the im-
pression that the movement would take that
direction.
In addition to Methuen's original force, which
was to remain at Modder, Roberts now had the
following troops:
The Cavalry Division of 3 Brigades and
some Colonial units, under Lieut-General
J. French.
Colonel Hannay's Brigade of Mounted
Infantry.
VI  Division.   Lieut-General Sir T. Kelly
Kenny.
VII Division.   Lieut-General Sir. C. Tucker.
IX Division.  Lieut-General Sir H. Colville.
98 guns.
700 waggons.
The fighting troops amounted to 34,000 men.
On February n French set out from Modder
River Camp, marching southwards away from
the enemy; he started in the night and left the
tents standing deceitfully empty. He reached
Ramdam, 17 miles, and next day went on to
Watervaal Drift; finding this held by a handful
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